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REMARKS 

Qaims 1, 3-8 and 11-13 are pcesently pending in the application. Claims 1, 8 and 11 are 
in independent fonn. Ckdms 2, 9 and 10 have been cancelled by this Amendment 

Regarding the objection to Hguxe 2, the t>ase valve 26 was shown in perforaied lines. 
Nonetheless* a new Hgure 2 is being submitted to more clearly show perforatied lines. 

Claims 1-10 were rejected §102(b) as beii^ anticipated by liUbacka. Claim 1 has been 
amended to include the Hmitations of claim 2. Claim 2 requires that the cavity be iq^pircMCimaieiy 
at atmospheric pressure in a static position. This is not taught by LiUbacka. The seal is arranged 
between the rod 11 and the cylinder head 64 and is exposed to pressurized air within the 
elastomeric tube S6-not atmospheric air. Accordingly* LiUbacka cannctt anddpate amended 
claim 1. 

With regard to claims 5 and 6* the JExamlner has argued that the second spring is provided 
by the pressutized air within the chamber 36. The Examiner has also argued tluii the separator is 
provided by the clement SO which is secured to the end of ttie rod 1 1. Accordingly* Lfllbadca 
cannot meet the limitation of '"^ovabfe separator ananged axially between said first (the clement 
56) and second (the element 36) springs.** 

With respect to claim 7, the air chamber in LiUbacka is not atranged radially outwardly 
fitom the rod seal* The seal is exposed to the air chamber in an axial direction and cannot meet 
the limitations (tf claim 7. 

Claim 8 has bem amended to include the Umitations of claims 9 and 10. The Examiner 
has argued that the first spring is the coil spring shown between lead lines 18 and 22, and that the 
second spring is element 60. Amended claim 8 requires that the pressurized compressible fluid 
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(within elemeat 56) and the second spnng 60 exext a preload on Che first spring. The coil spzing 
arranged between the lead lines 18 and 22 is complelely isolated from the pressorized 
compressible fluid and the second sjning so diat there is no way that Lillbacka can meet this 
limitation. Claim 8 is allowable for at least this reason. 

Claims il-13 were r^ected under §102(b) over laiai. Claim 11 requires that the air 
chamber is arranged radially outwardly from the outer wall. Hrst» die Examiner ia not clear as to 
what element cMStitutes the outer wall in Irnai. The Examiner has called element 11 the 'Vod." 
The rod is airanged interiorly of the outer wall. The Examine sutes the outer wall is shown 
abutting against the bottom of clement 70a, so Applicant is assuming that Exanjner considers the 
outer wall the threaded portion of etenent IS. If this is so» bnai cannot meet the limitation of 
claim 11, which requires the rod to be ananged in^orly of the outer wall» since the Examiner 
has alicac^ called the clement U the tod. If iheie is some odter interpretation. Applicant 
requests the Examine to clarify which element is consideied the out^ wall* periiaps by reference 
to an annotated drawing. 

Claim 12 requires a seat that is secured to die outer waD. Again, it ia not clear wimt the 
Examiner considers the outer walL Ncmedieless, the Examiner calls element 12 a seat Claim 12 
requires that a second mechanical spring (element 170a) is arranged between the scat 12 and the 
airchamber33. Tliis limitation is not met because ihe ^ring 17Qn is nor between the element 12 
and the air chamber 33, 

Regarding claim 13, Iinai does not show a first spring rate from the air chaiid)er 33 and a 
second spring rate from element 170 exerting a force on a second mechanical spring. In 
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paiticulari the air chamber 33 esierts no force on the second mechanical spring I70d since it 
moves the ^seat** 12 away froin the second mechanical spdng 17Qa. 

An>licant respectfully solicits allowanoe of these claims. The Commissioner is 
authorized to chaige Deposit Account No. 50-1482 in the name of Carlson, Oaskey &, Olds for 
any additional fees or credit the account for any ovupayment. 
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William 5. Gottschalk 
Reglstraiion No. 44.130 
400 W. Maple« Suite 3S0 
Binnin^am» MI 48009 
(248)988-8360 
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